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| w Ith a Heart full of Grief am I forced to write, that Prudence will not pertait - 


o 


' me to ſay to your Face. And may I eer find Credit with your. Majeſty, and. ' 
ProteQtion from Heaven, as what I now do is free from Paſſion,” Vanity ar; 
Defgn, with which, A&ions of \this Nature ate roo often accompanied. J=-:: 
. 2m not ignorant of the frequent Miſchiefs wrought in the World by fatious Pretences - 
of Religion ; but were not Religion the moſt jultifiable Cauſe, it would not be. made-the . 
moſt ſpecious Pretence. And your Majeſty has always ſhewn too unintereſted a Senſe of 
Religion, to doubt the juſt EfteQts of i in one whoſe Practices have, I hope,never given 
the World cauſe to cenſure his real Convittion 'of it ; or his backwardneſs to perform 
what his Honour and Conſcience prompt him to ; how then cafi 1 longer diſguiſe my. © ' | 143 
juſt concern for that Religion, in which I have been fo happily educated, which my -* Flkeedl 
Judgment throughly convinces me to be the beſt ; ana for rhe Support of which I am © | .} 
fo highly intereſted in my Native Country ;- and is not Frg/and now, by. the moſt en-. 
dear.ng Tye become {o. | | | 
'Whilft the reſtleſs Spirits of the Enemies of theREFORMED RELIGION, by 
back'd by the cruel Zeal, and Prevailing Power of France, juſtly alarm and unite all RE 
the Proteſtabt Princes of Chriſtendom, and engage them in fo vaſt an Expence for the . Wes: 
Support of it, can I a& ſo degenerous and megn a part, as to deny my Conteurrence to” 
ſuch worthy Endeavours for diſabuſing of your Majeſty by the Reinforcement of thoſe 
Laws, and Eitabliſhmett of that Government, on which alone depends the Well-being 
of your Majeſty, and oft the PROTESTANT RELIGION in Europe. This, 
Sir, is that irreſiſtible and enly Cauſe that cou'd come in Competition with my Duty 
and Obligations to your Majeſty, and be able.to tear me from you, whilſt the ſame 
AfﬀeTtionare Deſire of ſerving You cotitinues in me. Could I'fecure your Perſon by the 
Hazard of fny Life, I ſhould think it, could not be better employed : And wou'd to. 
God, theſe Your diſtratted Kingdoms might yet receive that fatisfaftory Compliance 
from your Majeſty in all their juſtifiable Prerenſions, as might ape the only. ſure Foun». up*. 
dation, that of the. Love and Intereſt of your Subjects, eſtabliſh your Government, 48 
and as ſtrongly unite the Hearts of all your Subjefts ro you, as is that of, | wy j RR 
S I R, Tour Majeſties moſt Humble, and moſt Obedient Son and Servant. 
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Clnce Men are ſeldom ſnſpeted of Sincerity when they att contrary to their Inter- 
\ ) eſts; and though my dutiful Behaviour ro your Majeſty in the worſt of times, 
( for which I acknowledge my poor Services much over-paid ) may not be ſufficicat. 
to incline You to a charitable [nterpretation of my Actions, yet I hope, the great Ad- 
vantage 1 enjoy under Your Majeſty, which I can(yever expet& in any other Chan 
of Government, may reaſonably convince Your Mafeſty and the World, that Iam ated 
by a higher Principle, when I offer that Violence to fy Inclunation, and Intereſt, as to 
deſert your Majeſty at a time when Your Aﬀeirs ſeem to, challenge the firiteſt Obedis 
ence from all Your Subjefts, much more from otie who lies under the greateſt perſonal 
Obligations imaginable to Your Majeſty. This, Sir, could proceed from nothing but 
the inviolable Dictates of my CONSCIE NE, and neceflary concern for my R EL 1- 
GION ( which no good Man can oppoſe) and with which ! am inſtrufted, nothing 
ought ro come in Competition ; Heaven knows with what partiality my dutitul Opt- 
nion of Your Majeſty hath hitherto repreſented thoſe unhappy Deſigns, which inconfi- 
derateand ſelf-intereſt Men have framed againſt Your Majeliy's true Intere{t and the Pro- 
teltant Religion. Bur as 1 can no longer joyn with ſuch to give a pretence by Conqueſt. 
to bring them to effeQt, ſo will I always with the hazard of my Life and Fortune (fo . 
much Your Majeſty's due ) endeavour to preſerve Your Royal Perfon and Lawiul Rights 
with all the tender Concern and dutiful ReſpeR&t that becomes, | 
SI R; Tour Majeſty's moſt dutiful and moſt obliged Subjeft and Servant. 
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